Strategy:  Admit Slip

When to Use the Strategy:  Before Reading

Category of Strategy:  Comprehension

Purpose: Admit slip establishes a purpose for reading.  Research shows that the building and activating of a reader’s prior knowledge demonstrates to a reader the purpose in reading.  Creating purpose leads to a greater understanding of the reading material and promotes retention of the information learned.  The use of Admit Slip allows students to think of the purpose for reading before beginning to read.
Description of Procedures:
1. Choose the text you would like to use.  This can be a chapter in a textbook, a picture book, a chapter in a novel, a story in a basal reader, etc.  
2. From the text, choose a passage, the inside text from the jacket of the book, a list of the title, headings & subheadings, or even an illustration or photo.  
3. Students study the illustrations or the text.  

4. Students then write three questions that they believe the text will answer; three ideas they believe, they will learn, or they may respond to the prompts you give.

5. Students record their information on an “admit slip” that they must present to get into class the next day.

6. Students then meet in groups to discuss their predictions, questions, and comments and compile their ideas into three to five important questions they believe will be answered in the reading.

Cautions & Comments:

Remind students that all admit slips must be shared. The group can then narrow down ideas from all admit slips.

An example of this strategy with Boxes for Katje:

The admit slip attached has the text needed and questions students will need to answer.  Send this home as a homework assignment and have students meet in groups the next morning before reading the story.

An example of assessment for this strategy:

Collecting the admit slips would allow you to see what types of predictions and connections students are making with the excerpt.  It would also be beneficial to sit in with groups to assess participation.  A rubric to assess participation could be used to encourage all students to join in the discussion.  

Book Information:  

Fleming, Candace (2003). Boxes for Katje. Farrar, Straus and Giroux; ISBN: 0374309221.

Grade Level:  

Second through fifth grades (the strategy can be used in any grade).

Book Summary:  

After World War II there is little left in Katje's town of Olst in Holland. Her family, like most Dutch families, must patch their old worn clothing and go without everyday things like soap and milk. Then one spring morning when the tulips bloom "thick and bright," Postman Kleinhoonte pedals his bicycle down Katje's street to deliver a mysterious box – a box from America! Full of soap, socks, and chocolate, the box has been sent by Rosie, an American girl from Mayfield, Indiana. Her package is part of a goodwill effort to help the people of Europe. What's inside so delights Katje that she sends off a letter of thanks – beginning an exchange that swells with so many surprises that the girls, as well as their townspeople, will never be the same.
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Boxes for Katje

By Candace Fleming

After World War II there is little left in Katje’s town of Olst in Holland.  Her family, like most Dutch families, must go without soap and milk, must patch and repair their old worn clothing.  Then one spring morning, when the tulips bloom thick and bright, Postman Kleinhonte pedals his bicycle down Katje’s street to deliver a mysterious box from the “land of plenty” – America!

[image: image1.wmf]Use your ticket for admission to class tomorrow!  Read the paragraph above and answer the questions to think about what we will be reading.

Based on the paragraph, I think we are going to read about ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I wonder why . . .

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One questions I hope we find the answer to is . . .

