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· Start with your teacher.  He/She may have materials the school uses to take running records with.  You may use these materials!  If the school does not have materials to take running records with, your teacher may still have ideas about books you can use with your child.

· Keep in mind that you want the child to miscue (make an error).  This will help you analyze areas to work on with your child.

· If you are on your own for materials, choose three books that you think may be good for this child.  Have the child look at the books and pick the one that looks “right”.  Have the child read a few sentences from the book.  If the child is not struggling but makes at least one miscue, this would be good text to use.  If the book is too easy or difficult, have the child read a few sentences from one of your other three books.  Remember, if the child does not miscue, you will need to repeat the running record so it is always good to have a back-up plan!

· If you have a “level” for a child, use the chart below and the website below to help you select a book.  Your teacher may also have the Fountas & Pinnell book for leveling books if the website does not help you.  

Grade Level
Fountas & Pinnell

Level
DRA Level
Reading Recovery

Level

K-1
A-C
1-5
1-4

1
D-I
6-17
5-17

2
I-M
17-28
17-20

3
M-P
28-38
20-24

4
P-R
38-44
24-26

5
5
-----
28


Website for leveled book titles:

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/curriculum/literacy/leveled_books/

