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When to Use the Strategy:  During or after reading.

Category of Strategy:  Comprehension (though you can use this for vocabulary too)

Purpose:  Brain weaving provides a purpose for reading and activates prior knowledge, therefore increasing comprehension.  
Description of Procedures:  
1. Select the text you will use.  This strategy can be used with narrative or expository text.  You can use textbooks also.

2. Copy the “brain” blackline.  

3. Cut 1 ½” strips from 8 ½” x 11” paper.  You will want to plan on about 6 strips per child.  Extra strips will need to be available for those students who want to “add” more information to their brains.

4. Direct students to cut out their “brains”.  You may want to have a large brain made from roll construction paper to use as a model when using this strategy for the first time.

5. Have the students fold their brains in half and make the appropriate cuts.  The number of cuts will depend on the beginning number of facts you require.  All cuts should stop about ½” from the edge of the shape.

6. Instruct students to write down facts that they already know about the topic on each strip.  Encourage them to try to fill in all of the strips.  You may want to briefly allow them to share one or two things that they have written with their small groups or partners.  

7. As students read the selection, they should pick out new information and interesting facts and write them on their strips.  You can also use this for vocabulary by preselecting vocabulary words and have students find the definitions as they read.  

8. After the reading is done, students should find a partner and share the information written on their strips.

9. The strips are ready to be woven into their “brains”.  Remind the class that the first strip should start over, the second under, etc.  The new information is now woven into their brains forever!  Students can also take their brains home to pull strips out and study information for a test!

10. For use with fiction stories, see attached example.  Give students parts of the story out of sequence.  They must cut the strips, order them, then weave them into brains.  The story can then be taken home to be shared with parents by “unweaving” their brains.

Cautions & Comments:

You may need to model the first time you use this strategy.  Students may need help selecting important facts.
An example of this strategy:  See attached for use with fiction.
An example of assessment for this strategy:   Using observation, make sure that students are understanding how to choose important facts.  Record the names of those who need more help for future mini-lessons.
Book Information:  

Thank You Sarah, Laurie Halse Anderson, 2002, Simon and Schuster Children’s Publishing, ISBN #0689847874
Grade Level:  

This book could be used with grades 1 through 5.  The strategy would be best with grades 3 and above.
Book Summary:  

This is the story of Sarah Hale, who in 1863 became the woman who persuaded Abraham Lincoln to sign a bill making Thanksgiving a national holiday.  Sarah’s perseverance, hard work, and stubborn personality are portrayed throughout the book as the reader learns what it took to have this bill signed into law!
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References:  This strategy was developed by reading specialists in 
Rockford Public Schools.
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Though a holiday wouldn’t stop the war, it would bring the country together.  Sarah decided to write to President Abraham Lincoln asking him to sign into law that Thanksgiving would be a national holiday.  Sarah waited and waited for President Lincoln’s response.





Presidents Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan also disagreed with Sarah and did not sign the law either.  The Civil War (the war between the North and the South) created tensions in our country.   The law seemed less important with a war going on.





One by one the states officially made Thanksgiving a holiday.  But Sarah Hale wanted the whole country to celebrate together.  She wrote letters to Zachary Taylor and when he did not make it a law that Thanksgiving should be a holiday, she wrote to the next president, Millard Fillmore.





Sarah felt that Thanksgiving was being ignored as a holiday.  So, knowing the importance of writing, Sarah wrote thousands of letters, asking politicians to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.  She also wrote magazine articles asking her readers to help.





Sarah Hale was a talented woman.  Born in 1788 she became a writer of poetry, children’s books and novels, was the first female magazine editor in America.  She published authors like Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Edgar Allen Poe.  She composed “Mary Had a Little Lamb”!





President Lincoln said YES!  In 1863 President Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national holiday so that all Americans can give thanks together!  The Civil War ended two years later in 1865.  It took Sarah 38 years to accomplish her goal.  She is the lady that saved Thanksgiving!








