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Rationale for using choral readings:

· Repeated readings improve fluency & comprehension.
· Students learn new vocabulary.
· Teachers can use them to teach parts of language.
· Teachers can use them to teach punctuation, capitalization, etc.
· Students are reading in a group so it feels “risk free”

· Children can notice the rhythm and rhymes.
· Children practice using expression.
· It makes practicing reading fun!
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Every year on Christmas,

There’s a gift from Auntie Flo,

She’s sent me pairs of underwear,

For three years in a row!

The box is always beautiful,

The bow is neatly tied,

But I’m always disappointed,

When I see those shorts inside,

I wish she’d send a model plane,

Or even a big stuffed bear,

I’d take a box of stones and rocks,

But PLEASE! No underwear!

(Jack Prelutsky)
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Mammals are a varied lot;

Some are furry, some are not;

Many come equipped with tails;

Some have quills, a few have scales.

Some are large, and others small;

Some are quick, while others crawl;

They prance on land, they swing from trees;

They’re underground and in the seas.
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Some have hooves, and some have paws;

Some have fangs in snapping jaws;

Some will snarl if you come near;

Others quickly disappear.

Dogs and cats and bears and bats,

All are mammals, so are rats;

Whales are mammals, camels too;

I’m a mammal . . . so are YOU!
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It snew all night.  By the next noon

Eleven feet of sney had snoon.

I jumped out of bed and snoze.

The snuz stopped in midair and froze.

“Dear wife,” I said, “how cold it is!”

My words fell from my lips and friz.

I shivered a whole shrig of shovers.

She said from underneath the covers,

“Don’t you know yet what time it is?

I think you should not have ariz.”

And I, agreeing with her views,

Snugged back and snoze another snooze.

I Love to Do My Homework
I love to do my homework,

It makes me feel so good.

I love to do exactly

As my teacher says I should.

I love to do my homework,

I never miss a day,

I even love the men in white

Who are taking me away.

Jake, the Twin of John Lothario
Jake, the twin of John Lothario,

Went to swim in Lake Ontario,

Swam and swum to Great Lake Erie,

Huron made Jake very weary.

Michigan then made him wearier,

Poor Jake drowned in Lake Superior.



LONGA LEGGA
Momma longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Momma longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Momma longa legga

Walk Walk Walk

Momma longa legga

Walk the walk.

Daddy longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Daddy longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Daddy longa legga

Stalk Stalk Stalk

Daddy longa legga

Stalk the walk.

Sister longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Sister longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Sister longa legga

Talk talk talk

Sister longa legga

Talk the walk.

Brother longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Brother longa legga

Uh Uh Uh

Brother longa legga

Chalk chalk chalk 

Brother longa legga

Chalk the walk.

Baby longa legga

Shh Shh Shh

Baby longa legga

Shh Shh Shh

Baby longa legga

She NO TALK!

(Sonja Dunn)

Shapes
A square was sitting quietly

Outside his rectangular shack

When a triangle came down – kerplunk!

And struck him in the back.

“I must go to the hospital,”

Cried the wounded square,

So a passing rolling circle

Picked him up and took him there.

(Shel Silverstein)



The Dollar Dog

I had a dollar dog named Spot.

He wasn’t much, but he was a lot

Of kinds of dog, plus a few parts flea,

Seven parts yapper, and seventy-three

Or seventy-four parts this-and-that.

The only thing he wasn’t was cat.

He was collie-terrier-spaniel-hound

And everything else they have at the pound.

Yes, some might call him a mongrel, but

To me he was a thoroughbred, pedigreed, mutt.

A  middle-sized nothing, or slightly smaller,

But a lot of kinds to get for a dollar.

The Turkey Shot Out of the Oven


The turkey shot out of the oven 

And rocketed into the air,

It knocked every plate off the table

And partly demolished a chair.

It ricocheted into a corner

And burst with a deafening boom,

Then splattered all over the kitchen,

Completely obscuring the room.

It stuck to the walls and the windows, 

It totally coated the floor,

There was turkey attached to the ceiling,

Where there’d never been turkey before.

It blanketed every appliance,

It smeared every saucer and bowl,

There wasn’t a way I could stop it,

That turkey was out of control.

I scraped and I scrubbed with displeasure,

And thought with chagrin as I mopped, 

That I’d never again stuff a turkey

With popcorn that hadn’t been popped.

Poems that Make Good Choral Readings

     Spaghetti (Prelutsky)

The Birthday Poem  (Seuss)

Over in the Meadow (Langstaff)

Boa Constrictor (Silverstein)

Warning (Silverstein)

The Meal (Prelutsky)

Sick (Silverstein)

Dreadful (Silverstein)

Willie Ate a Worm (Prelutsky)

Jimmy Jet and His TV Set (Silverstein)

Eletelephony (Richards)

A Bug Sat in a Silver Flower (Kuskin)

Band-Aids (Silverstein)

Frizzing

The Walrus

Me (Kuskin)

Snillies (Prelutsky)

Hughbert and the Glue (Kuskin)

Birds’ Square Dance (McLoughland)

Bobbin-Robin (Conway)

Joe’s Snow Clothes (Kuskin)

How to Eat a Poem (Merriam)

The Pickety Fence (McCord)

If You Catch a Firefly (Moore)

!Sprinkler! (Graham)

Popsicle (Graham)

My Underdog is Overweight (Prelutsky)

Homework! Oh Homework (Prelutsky)

Pizza Treatsa (Florian)

Forty Performing Bananas (Prelutsky)

Oodles of Noodles (Hymes)

Boo Hoo (Spilka)

Norman Norton’s Nostrils (West)

Neet People (Simmie)

Jellyfish Stew (Prelutsky)

Brother (Hoberman)

Learning (Viorst)

Sea Horse and Sawhorse (Kennedy)

Is it Possicle? (Edey)

So-So Joe (Agard)

Homework (Hoban)

For Sale (Silverstein)

Moon Catchin’ Net (Silverstein)

Poemsicle (Silverstein)

It’s Dark in Here (Silverstein)

The Beaver (Prelutsky)

Two of my favorite books for choral readings:

For Laughing Out Loud (Prelutsky)

Poems for the Very Young (Rosen)
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