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Rationale:
"Studies of both animals and young children indicate that the more active involvement required of the organism the greater likelihood of learning." 

Spencer Kagan
Cooperative Learning
Resources for Educators 



"Predictions enliven and clarify learning experiences and making a prediction brings students' existing understanding (schema) into play. Students' minds are then prepared to check the consistency of what actually happens against what they thought would happen." 

Minstrell, 1987
Researcher
Vanderbilt Learning Technology Center 



"The best way to promote an innermost involvement in the reading process is for students to set their own reasons/purpose for reading." 

Russell G. Stauffer
Former Director
Reading Study Center
University of Delaware



Goal:
The goal of Directed Reading Thinking Activities (DRTA) is to help children become skillful readers by incorporating skills taught through DRTA. Russell G. Stauffer states that "the noblest skill we can give a reader is the freedom to examine his own thinking to raise questions, seek answers diligently and boldly, to analyze and act". The following strategies are ones that skillful reader use: 

a. recall and utilize prior knowledge 

b. automatically draw meaning from words 

c. confirm and disprove predictions 

d. self question and make adaptations



Overview:
A group type reading activity in which all members of a group read at the same time. The primary objective is to develop a skill in reading critically. Predictions, assumptions and problem solving are important features in this approach. 



Steps in a DRTA lesson typically include: 

1. Make a prediction based on available clues, e.g. picture, title, etc. 

Example: 

a. Locate title in table of contents 

b. Ask an open ended (referential) question, i.e.
What do you think will happen in the story? 

c. Try to involve all students in the discussion. 

d. Avoid interjecting your own ideas and value judgments during the prediction

2. Read the selection 

Example: 

a. Direct students to open their books to the page or look at the teachers book 

b. Remind students not to read or look ahead until directed to do so 

c. Observe students reading to note difficulties and help when requested.

3. Confirm, adjust or revise prediction. 

Example: 

a. Review the predictions 

b. Check with students about the original purposes and predictions. 

c. Ask students to reread/retell the passage that proves the validity of their predictions. 

d. Give students an opportunity to revise their predictions based on the reading.

4. Read the story and initiate follow up activities 

Example: 

a. Repeat steps two and three as often as is necessary 

b. Initiate the final discussion by asking open ended questions. 

c. Conduct follow up activities, i.e. word recognition, comprehension activities, discussions, writing, etc.



Suggestions for using DRTA: 

I have used DRTA with all genres of literature. Here are just a few suggestions you might consider.

1. Use the index or table of contents to have students predict what they think story will be about and what they would like to find out.

2. Use title and first picture for setting the purpose.

3. Use some of the story's pictures without the title.

4. Read to the end of the first page or second page or middle of the story and allow students to set their purpose for reading.

5. Read one fourth or some fraction of the story, then another fraction, and another. At the end of each section students stop reading and refine their purposes.

6. Read the last page of the story first.

7. Use key vocabulary words, e.g. Iron Horse crosses the continent. What do you think of when you hear the words "iron horse". 



Strategies for Developing Reading Comprehension in a Group Setting
1. Ask students about what their "going" to read. This enhances higher level thinking rather than asking them what they have read which encourages literal recall.

2. Minimize "no" answers from teacher. Instead ask students to share why the believe what they believe.

3. Do not accept "I don't know " answers. Encourage students to make their best guess.

4. Make sure you give adequate time for students to formulate answers and do not allow more aggressive students to dominate. Give at least five seconds wait time after asking a question and express that you would like to hear from certain students.

5. Avoid diversionary questions.

6. Encourage students to listen to other students.

7. Minimize paraphrasing. If the teacher paraphrases the responses, students will listen less effectively to their peers and expect that the teacher will sharpen or modify the responses. This lessens the students' participation in the thinking process.

8. Make sure that students understand that a good response is based on using the evidence from the reading passage, not whether they are "right" or "wrong".

9. Create an open and trusting environment!!!



Summary:
Four basic steps: Predict---Read---Confirm---Revise. 
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