Exclusion Brainstorming (Blachowicz, 1986)

See Words, Words, Words written by Janet Allen (pages 46-47)

Exclusion Brainstorming helps students activate and build prior knowledge of a topic as a way of learning new words or phrases that connect to a larger concept.  Regardless of their choices, thinking and talking about why a word might or might not appear enlarges students’ thinking about language as it relates to a specific event.  Students can revisit the words after they’ve read the material to see whether their guesses have held true.  Talking about what words fit, how words they didn’t anticipate made their way into the text about the topic, and ways that common words took on uncommon meanings in relation to the topic are all rich learning experiences.

1. Write the vocabulary words on the board including words that are not in the reading selection being used.

2. Discuss the meanings of any vocabulary students have questions about.

3. Have students predict which words will NOT be in the reading selection.  This can be done in groups first or have children individually make predictions.  

4. Record predictions on the board.

5. Read the text

6. Allow students to share sentences from the book with the vocabulary words in them.  

7. Which words were not in the text?  Discuss how students could have predicted that these words would not be in the story.

Examples with When Jessie Came Across the Sea by Amy Hest:

rabbi



journey


strange languages
  
Dreams of America

comfortable ships
  
played computer games

Statue of Liberty

seasick



speaks English


sewed lace
        

poor village


shoemaker’s son

Docked


trunk
