Text Structure
Definition
Signal (clue) Words
Example

Description
Defines a topic or gives a variety of information about the topic
No specific words
The Summer Olympic Games are the biggest entertainment spectacles of modern times.  Every four years they offer two weeks of non-stop pageantry and competition.

Sequencing
Text that orders events or steps in a process
First, last, next, second, third, finally
Sod houses were usually built on a slight rise or hillside to escape flooding.  First, a floor space was leveled out with spades.  Then the bricks were laid to make the walls.  Finally . . . .

Enumeration
A list or examples; does not have to be in any particular order
First, last, next, second, third, finally
The Summer Olympics have so many different things to offer.  First, there are many kinds of events.  There are old things new things . . . 

Cause/Effect
A relationship is shown (the earlier causes the later)
So that, thus, because of, as a result of, since, and so, in order that
In cold or mountainous regions, rocks are often subjected to the action of freezing water because of daily changes in the temperature.  Because the expanding . . .

Problem/Solution
Identifies a problem and possible solutions
 A problem is, a solution is, solve this problem by
One problem with the modern Olympics is that they have gotten so big and so expensive to operate.  In 1984, Los Angeles solved these problems by . . .

Compare/Contrast
Explains similarities and differences
Similar to, different from, same as, alike, resemble, unlike, just as
Marsupials are either meat eaters or plant eaters.  Meat eating marsupials have a great many small sharp teeth designed to tear flesh.  In contrast, the front teeth of the plant eating marsupials, . . . 
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