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Extension projects offer one more chance for students to engage with the book that they have completed.  Projects also offer students a chance to extend their thinking beyond the story.   However, projects do not have to be done every time you hold literature circles. Projects will have best results if you have modeled an example or completed them with the whole class.  Students enjoy making choice with extension projects but you need not give them an extensive list.  Offer 3-5 project ideas for groups to choose from.  (The whole group works on the same project.  Some will have individual products and some will have one product for the whole group.)

Accordion Book: Choose five to seven significant scenes from your book. Make an illustrated accordion-shaped book that reveals the sequence of your book's storyline. Include some written descriptions, such as: What's happening in the scene? Why is this scene important to you? 

Character Bookmark: Create a bookmark featuring either your favorite character or the character you consider to be most significant in your book. Be sure to include the book title and author as well as the character's name and "portrait" or illustration. Adaptation: On the back of the bookmark, explain why you selected your featured character. 

 

Story Hat: Make a "newspaper hat" out of a piece of white butcher paper. At the top of the hat's front side, write the name of your book and the author. Divide the front brim into three sections. In the first section draw something that happened at the beginning of the book. In the middle section, draw something that happened in the book's middle. In the last section, draw the problem of the story. Then divide the brim on the back of your hat into two sections. In the first section, draw how the problem was solved. In the last section, draw something that happened at the end of your book. 

ABC Book: Create an alphabet book that focuses on key events, characters, ideas, and information from your book. Include an illustration on each page as well as one to two sentences explaining each letter of the alphabet.  For a whole-class ABC book, each student can be given a letter of the alphabet and asked to find a word using that letter that is important in the book. 

CD Cover:  Design the front and the back cover for a CD to capture the theme or spirit of your book. Be sure the name of the book, plus the title of the hit single, appears on the front cover along with an appealing sketch or design. On the back, list the other songs from the CD, making sure they relate to the book and to the characters' experiences. [Adaptation: Write lyrics to the hit single.] 

   

Commemorative Stamp:  Select a key character or scene, or focus on an important theme from your book, and develop a stamp to commemorate that character, scene, or theme. Include a picture, a selected phrase, and the stamp's value. 

Jackdaw:  A jackdaw is a bird that scavenges material to build its nest.  Collect artifacts representing ideas, events, characters, and/or themes in your book. Prepare a display of these items. Label each artifact and briefly write about its importance to the book. You may also want to include a quote from your book for each of the artifacts. 

Story Quilt:  Create a quilt square featuring a chapter or significant scene from your book. Include a border with a repeated design or symbol that represents a key idea from your chapter or scene. Select an important quote (or write a brief summary) from your chapter and write it inside your quilt square.

   

Readers Theater:  For older students, have the groups choose a section of the story to write a Readers Theater.  They can then practice and perform it.  For younger students, have the group decide on a part that they think will make a good Readers Theater and script it for them.  They can then practice and perform it.

Create a poem/song:  Group members write a song or create a poem using story elements, quotes, interesting parts, or key phrases from the book.  They then perform this for the class.

Posters:  The members of the group will make a poster advertising their book for the class.  They must first look at advertisements from magazines/newspaper to find out what makes a good advertisement.  They will make a list of what makes the ads appealing and share with the teacher.  The group will plan the poster based around their list.  

Book Cubes:  Find a template of a cube or make one on the computer.  Each side will have a different drawing and caption for it.  Examples:  Characters, setting, favorite part of the story, climax, etc.  Before the student seals the cube, they drop an object inside that goes with the story.  One side of the cube is to put a clue for that object.  (ie – Tales of a Fourth grade Nothing might have a small plastic turtle dropped inside the cube)  Have students pass these cubes around to share them.

Other ideas for extensions:

· Write a purposeful letter to the author (with questions, comments about the book, ideas for future stories, etc.).

· Make puppets and perform a puppet show.

· Write a book review of the story.

· Create a game to go with the story.

· Create a slide show with powerpoint on the book.

· Find the author’s website and share information with the class about the author. (Many are on the internet)

· Compare/contrast another story the author has written.

· Share other books by that author with the class.

· Create a new cover for the book.

· Write a new ending for the book.

· Write a chapter for a sequel for the book
.
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