Helpful Spelling Information

Meaningful spelling rules to teach children

· “Qu” rule
· Syllable rule (vowel/y in all syllables)

· Two sounds of c, g (soft c or g followed by i, y, e)

· “i before e” except after c or when it sounds like “a”

· Silent e rule: a word ending in silent e needs e dropped when adding an ending that begins with a vowel

· Words that end in y (change y to i when adding an ending to a word that ends with consonant y)

· English words don’t end in v

· Double final consonant on a word that ends with a single vowel and consonant when adding a suffix that begins with a vowel
Effective spelling study should include:  visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and recall.  Two methods that are effective:


Fitzgerald method (1951):

1. Look at the word carefully.

2. Say the word.

3. With your eyes closed, visualize the word.

4. Cover the word, then write it.

5. Check the spelling.

6. If the word is misspelled, repeat the steps above.


Horn method (1954):

1. Pronounce each word carefully.

2. Look carefully at each part of the word as you say it.

3. Say the letters in sequence.

4. Attempt to recall how the word looks, then spell it.

5. Check the spelling on your recall.

6. Write the word.

7. Check your spelling.

8. Repeat the steps if necessary.

Teaching Dictionary Skills Effectively

· Have young children use “personal” dictionaries they add words to as they need correct spellings.
· When children begin using “formal” dictionaries, provide them first with picture dictionaries, then children’s dictionaries.
· Have children search first for beginning letters only.  Then add a second letter, third letter, and so on.
· Model the dicitonary use with a page on the overhead.
· Teach children guide words (at the top of the page) and entry words (words with definitions after them).
· Have children practice where letters in the alphabet are (ie – beginning, middle, end) before using the dictionary.  
· Teach children to make close approximations of the spelling before looking in the dictionary.
· Teach children to use Franklin spellers and spell-checks on computers.
· Show students all of the information they can gain from a dictionary:


Syllabication of words



Parts of speech

Common/proper noun

Pronunciation of a word

           Stress of the syllables

       Word meaning
       Synonyms/antonyms for the word

Pictures for words
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