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OPIN is a modified cloze vocabulary reinforcement exercise.  This activity incorporates the use of a number of validated strategies:  the cloze procedure; integrated reading, writing,speaking and listening in relation to word meanings and prediction.
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1. Students do the exercise individually.

OPIN works well as a conclusion to a narrative or expository read-aloud selection.  You should stop reading just before the last page or last several paragraphs when interest is high and the students are waiting for the resolution.  Next, you close the book and distribute copies of the last section that has had every nth word deleted and a replacement blank put in its place.  Students are to complete the story individually by filling in each blank with a word that makes sense.  The key to making an effective OPIN exercise is to delete words for which there are many possible synonyms. 


2.  Students discuss individual responses with a partner.

After students complete the exercise individually, they form pairs and work together.  Each person in the partnership compares responses and tries to convince his partner that his word choice is best.  During this discussion, students may change their answers, they may add an answer if they didn’t have one, or they may choose to keep their original word.  The only rule of the discussion is that each choice must be accompanied by a reasonable defense and rationale.  During this time, students begin to discuss a number of possible words which may fit the context.  Through debating, trying out the appropriateness of various word choices, and discussing subtle word differences, students learn and refine vocabulary skills in the context of real reading.

Because this approach encourages differing opinions, the words the students supply for blanks are open for discussion.  The opportunity to discuss and argue one’s OPINion leads to high interest, continued motivation and discussions of word variation and meaning.


3.  The teacher holds a group discussion comparing students responses to the author’s text.
Since a number of words will frequently make sense in a particular context, most students will have some responses that are different from one another.  The opportunity to debate and justify responses facilitates reading comprehension.  The partner discussion draws students in as they become very anxious to find out how their words compare with those used in the author’s text.

This stage usually begins with the teacher saying, “How many of you had answers different from your partner?”  Many hands may go up due to the design of the OPIN sheet.  The next question should be , “How many of you added or changed your answer based on the discussion?”  Again, expect many students to raise their hands.  The third question should be something like, “How many of you would like to know what words the author used?”  The original text is to be shared at this time, stopping after reading the author’s word choice for each deletion to have students share their responses.  The reading of the original text can lead to a teacher-led class discussion.  This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss author’s purpose and the similarities of the student’s word choices with the words the author used.  Never at any time should the author’s words be referred to as the correct answers!

NOTE:  

For the primary grades, it is very rate to delete more than twelve words in any exercise.


NONFICTION:

OPIN can be used with nonfiction as well.  With factual information, key concepts should be deleted. 
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SAMPLE:
OPIN FOR OWL BABIES

(by Martin Waddell)

It was dark in the woods and they had to be 

     for things moved all around them.  “She’ll bring us 




and things that are nice,” said Sarah.  “I suppose so!” said Percy.  “I want my mommy!” said Bill.  They sat and they thought (all owls think a lot) – “I think we should all sit on my 



,” said Sarah.  And they did, all three




.  “Suppose she got



,” said Sarah.  “Or a 



got her!” said Percy.  “I want my mommy!” said Bill.  And the baby owls


their owl eyes and wished their Owl Mother would come.

(Read the first 5 pages aloud to students before starting.)
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1077966701.doc



