Strategy:  Prereading Question Strips

Activating Prior Knowledge (Prereading Strategy)

Use the strategy “Prereading Question Strips” to activate children’s knowledge about believing in themselves.  This activity allows students to work with a partner on discussing and identifying the question to be answered.  It also allows students to see that writing is a form of communication.  Activating students’ prior knowledge allows them to think about the text and what is known about the topic already, facilitating comprehension as reading occurs.

The steps needed are:

1. Prepare the Prereading Question Strips that will be used. Compose four yes/no questions that tap into the students’ prior experiences that relate to the story.  Write these on large tagboard strips. 

2. Partners respond orally to the questions.  The teacher holds up questions, one at a time, reading them aloud.  Students respond to the questions with a thumbs up or down.  After each response, give students time to discuss their answer with their partner.  This allows the whole class to be involved in responding to the question strips.  As each question is being discussed, the teacher tapes the strip up in the room.

3. Students write responses and the class responds.  All students write a short answer to one of the questions.  The questions taped up are numbered.  Students take turn sharing their responses as the class tries to decide which question was answered.  Students hold up their finger to correspond to the number of the question they think was being answered.   This written part of the strategy can also be done as a group.

Buzzy the Bumblebee (by Denise Brennan Nelson)
Prereading Question Strips


1. Have you ever been afraid to try to do something?


2. Have you ever read something that you later found out was not true?


3. Has there ever been a time when you could not do an activity that you used to be able to do?


4. Have you ever had a problem that you asked your parents to help you solve?

1. Have you ever questioned the way you look (hair, height, weight, etc.)?

2. Has anyone ever made fun of you?  How did you feel?

3.  Have you ever tried to change the way you look?  Who did you do it for?

4. Have you ever apologized to someone for hurting their feelings?  Was it hard?

Pinduli by Janell Cannon

