


RUBRICS

What is a rubric?

It is a standard by which to measure a piece of work.  It should include specific guidelines and criteria for assessing students’ performance.

When should I use a rubric?

Use a rubric when there is a performance you wish to assess using criteria that are scored.

Why use a rubric instead of another assessment tool?

Use a rubric for students to know ahead of time what the expectations are for an assignment.   Students will then be aware of the varying degrees of quality.  Rubrics also help teachers to assess students’ work more consistently and fairly.

TIPS for using rubrics:

· Share the rubric with students before they begin their task!  
· If using a pre-made rubric, make sure it meets your needs and what you want to assess.
· Try having students help you develop a rubric.
· Avoid using negative statements (cannot, does not).
· Limit your criteria or students will feel overwhelmed.
· Use language that students can understand.
· Allow students to use the rubric for self-assessment before turning their assignment in.
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