Silver Packages 

By Cynthia Rylant

(OPIN strategy)

One year a boy named Frankie stands ____________________ those tracks and waits for the Christmas train.  It is very cold and a lot of snow has come down the night before.  Frankie’s shoes are ____________________ and his feet hurt badly from the cold.  But he is ____________________ to wait, even if his feet and all of the rest of him become ice.


Now this boy wants a ____________________ present.  Not just any present tossed from the back of that train:  a doctor kit.  


The train comes finally.  Noisy and ____________________ and scary, it is so big.  


Frankie stands there at the tracks, ____________________ for a doctor kit, till he sees the ____________________ slowly coming up.  And when it is just past his nose, he shouts and waves and runs after the train, his icy feet ____________________.  


From the ____________________ platform, the rich man in the ____________________ coat sees him.  


“Merry Christmas!” he calls.


And he tosses into Frankie’s hands a ____________________ silver package.
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One year a boy named Frankie stands beside those tracks and waits for the Christmas train.  It is very cold and a lot of snow has come down the night before.  Frankie’s shoes are thin and his feet hurt badly from the cold.  But he is determined to wait, even if his feet and all of the rest of him become ice.


Now this boy wants a particular present.  Not just any present tossed from the back of that train:  a doctor kit.  


The train comes finally.  Noisy and steaming and scary, it is so big.  


Frankie stands there at the tracks, praying for a doctor kit, till he sees the caboose slowly coming up.  And when it is just past his nose, he shouts and waves and runs after the train, his icy feet aching.  


From the rear platform, the rich man in the wool coat sees him.  


“Merry Christmas!” he calls.


And he tosses into Frankie’s hands a sparkling silver package.

