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THIEVES:

A Before Reading Strategy

PURPOSE & RATIONALE:

This strategy allows children to be supported in textbook and expository reading while previewing chapters independently or in small groups. The teacher is able to check student application of the strategy. Students gain an understanding of the organization of a chapter and become familiar with the text to facilitate comprehension.  The questions involved in THIEVES also encourage metacognitive processing.

INTENDED AUDIENCE:

Students in upper elementary through college can successfully use this strategy.

DESCRIPTION OF PROCEDURES:

1.  It is helpful to teach students to preview their textbooks in general before using this strategy.  (Have students look at the table of contents, glossary, index, special features, appendices, etc.)  This gives them the feeling of components to be found in the textbook.
2. When beginning a new chapter, tell students that they are about to become “thieves”.  (Depending on the age level, a discussion about stealing may be necessary.)
3. Write the acronym (THIEVES) on the board or overhead.  Explain that this is a reading strategy to help students preview a part of their textbook.  Ask students for ideas on what the acronym could stand for, given the information they have.  Have them actually look at the chapter for clues to see if they can come up with the acronym meaning.  
4. As students come up with the acronym meaning, or as you help them to do so, discuss the meaning of using that component with the textbook.  
The elements are:

Students often skip the reading of the title which can connect the whole chapter.  Ask students to think:  What is the title?  What do I already know about this topic?  What does it have to do with the other chapters I have read?  What do I think I’ll be reading about?”
Headings give students the organization to the chapter, give students an understanding of content of the chapter, and establishes a purpose for their reading.  Ask students to think:  “What does this heading let me know I will be reading about?  What is the topic of this paragraph?  Can I turn this heading into a question that can be answered in the paragraph below?”

Another skipped area by readers is the introduction which gives students the background and setting for the text.  Some texts that have few headings may use the first and second paragraph as an introduction.  Ask students to think:  “Is there an introduction?  Is it in different print?  What does the introduction tell me about the chapter?  Do I already know anything about this topic?”

Every first sentence of every paragraph should be read.  These are usually the topic sentences.  This is a very thorough preview that you may wish to have students do with a partner. 

Visuals and vocabulary provide valuable information in few words.  Some students learn better visually so this is essential for those students.  Key words and concepts are learned through vocabulary and often through diagrams, charts, etc.  Ask students:  Are there important words in boldface type?  Do I know what they mean?  Can I tell the meaning from context?  Are there visuals that I can learn from?  How can the captions help me understand the meaning better?”
End of the chapter questions let students know what is important before they read the chapter.  They may not always be able to answer a question after the reading but it can help to locate the information.  These questions also help to establish a purpose for reading and facilitate note-taking.  Ask students:  What do the questions ask?  What are the authors showing as important to know about this chapter?  Can I use these questions for highlighting or taking notes?


The summary gives the overview to the chapter and can make the content easier to understand and recall after reading.
CAUTIONS and COMMENTS:

This strategy needs to be well explained the first time it is used if you wish students to have a thorough understanding of the strategy and to facilitate the metacognitive thinking involved.  It may be helpful to have small cards with the THIEVES acronym and meanings, along with the questions to think about.  Reviewing the strategy when it is used next is also important.  Encouraging the use of the strategy in the classroom by allowing partners is another way to increase the use.  Having students preview chapters in class will eventually translate to previewing without teacher encouragement!
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TITLE:  What is the title?  What do I already know about this topic?  What does it have to do with previous chapters?  What do I think we will be reading about?


HEADINGS:  What does this heading let me know I will be reading about?  What is the topic of the paragraph beneath it?  Can I turn this heading into a question that I may be able to answer after reading?


INTRODUCTION: Is the introduction in different print?  Is the first paragraph the introduction?  What does the introduction tell me about this chapter?  Do I know something about this topic?

EVERY first sentence in a paragraph.

VISUALS & VOCABULARY:  Are there photographs, drawings, charts, or other visuals?  What can I learn from them?  Are there words in boldface print?  Do I know their meaning?  

END OF CHAPTER QUESTIONS:  What information are the questions showing to be important?  Can I highlight or take notes on this information?


SUMMARY: Is there an end of chapter summary?  What information does it give me?


TITLE:  What is the title?  What do I already know about this topic?  What does it have to do with previous chapters?  What do I think we will be reading about?


HEADINGS:  What does this heading let me know I will be reading about?  What is the topic of the paragraph beneath it?  Can I turn this heading into a question that I may be able to answer after reading?


INTRODUCTION: Is the introduction in different print?  Is the first paragraph the introduction?  What does the introduction tell me about this chapter?  Do I know something about this topic?

EVERY first sentence in a paragraph.

VISUALS & VOCABULARY:  Are there photographs, drawings, charts, or other visuals?  What can I learn from them?  Are there words in boldface print?  Do I know their meaning?  

END OF CHAPTER QUESTIONS:  What information are the questions showing to be important?  Can I highlight or take notes on this information?


SUMMARY: Is there an end of chapter summary?  What information does it give me?
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