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· To build readers’ confidence

· It gives reading a purpose (an audience!)

· Boosts self esteem

· Improves fluency

· Allows for cooperative working

· Works on listening skills

· Facilitates a love of oral language

· Makes the text meaningful

· Shares the pleasure of stories

· Helps children understand story structure

· Increases comprehension

· Children of different levels can easily work   together

· Can be integrated across the curriculum

· Helps children become aware of connections between print and spoken word

· Children learn to pay close attention to details

· Aids in vocabulary development

· Children learn to read with expression

· All genres can be used

· It is fun for children!

· Readers Theater is easy for teachers to use!!
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1. Read the actual story if possible, or explain to students what the story is about.

2. Discuss the fact that Readers Theater does not have to involve props or costumes.  (On occasion you may want to do this though.)  The purpose is to let the reader make the expressions (facial and voice) that will let us know who they are and how they are feeling.

3. You can form groups ahead of time or have children help you form groups.  Meet with the group and have students choose parts.  Explain that a boy may have a girl part or a boy may have a girl part.  It will be fun to make different voices!

4. Pass out scripts.  Students should read the whole script to themselves silently.

5. Students should read their highlighted parts silently and begin to think of voices and expressions they want to use.

6. Give students the opportunity to ask you about any words they are unsure of.

7. Before students meet with their group have a discussion about courtesy, support of one another, not interrupting others or correcting others.  They can help if the reader asks for help.

8. Students meet and read through the script many times before performing.  Listen to each group at least one time before performances to help with expression, unknown words, fluency, etc.

9. Before performances, emphasize:

• Stay with the script so as to not lose places

• Keep scripts away from the face

• Use a loud, firm voice

• If a mistake is made, try to “cover it up” (give ideas on this)

• Avoid being silly, giggly, or shy while performing.

After the performance, have the audience tell the group all of the great things they did during their performance.  Model these for the students by using words like fluency, expressive, smooth, voice levels, etc.
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