
Name of Activity:   Synthetic Word Families

Strategy Area:   Word Identification

When Used:  Before reading instruction during vocabulary development

Intended Audience:  Lower Elementary

Description of procedures:   

Students become familiar with a word family pattern (at, up, ill, am, end, etc.).  They then substitute a new beginning sound to make a new word.  For example, put a t in front of ill for till, or  s in front of am for sam.  

This same process can be used for medial sound or ending sounds.  Send, sand; tan, ten, tin, ton,    or  ending sounds: tap, tag, tan, tam.

Example of using activity:

Word Wheels on which a word family has been written and then a second wheel on which different beginning sounds are written.  Or you can use pull cards.



Materials:  word family lists, paper, scissors for cutting.  
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